Curtain Call Tips for choosing your fabric
Windows will all present different requirements and choosing the correct way to dress a window with the right fabric will enhance your room and create many different styles.
Some points to consider.

· Look at the size of your windows. Do they dominate the room? Are they in proportion to the rest of the room? Do you want to draw attention to them, do they simply need enhancing, or is it the view beyond the window that’s more important to you. Is the room light or dark? Do you want a formal or informal room, drama or cool simplicity? What furnishings do you already have? Patterned carpets often require plain curtain treatments but pattern curtains can work if you choose the colours carefully.

· Each fabric will give a different finished look.  Cotton is hardwearing, drapes well and can be washed. Shrinkage may occur if washed so an allowance for this should be made. Silks, imitation silks, taffeta and other man-made fabrics are good for a softer look. Always better if interlined. Silks may fade in the sunlight so need to be protected with a good lining. Avoid dark colours in sunny window. Velvets have pile and when choosing this fabric make sure you know which way you want the pile to be when made up. Pile down reflects the light and will appear lighter than pile up.
· Linen and linen union are very hardwearing but can sometimes look creased. Shrinkage may occur if washed. The more expensive the linen the better it will drape for curtains. Thinner linen fabrics are better interlined. Linen or Linen mix fabrics are ideal for Roman Blinds as they ‘hold the pleats’ very well. Also good for triple/double pleat headings. However, linens are not ideal for cushions because of the creasing. 
· Sheers and voiles are perfect for giving privacy and also creating a light an airy feel in a room. 
· When choosing plain fabrics texture will add to a room. Mix textures with cushions and add trimmings to give character. 

· Try to avoid choosing very similar shades for both walls and curtains as the curtains will blend in rather than be complimentary to the room.
Recommended Fabric Retailers 

· Fabric Warehouse – Weybridge High Street (opposite library)
· Interiors – Unit 10 Waterside, Hamm Moor Lane, Weybridge Business Park, KT10 2SN

· Laura Ashley

· John Lewis

· Please also try on-line fabric shops as they will often offer designer fabrics at a reduced price.
Please ensure when buying your fabric that an allowance has been made for any pattern matching required. The shop will be able to give you advice on this.

Poles, Tracks etc
www.Simplycurtainpoles.co.uk    or telephone 01536 260552 Lesley. All Curtain Call customers will receive a 10% discount when ordering. Please contact me for a coupon code.
